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IIS'TEODUOTIOK'.

The subject presented in these
pages

is one which,

it seems to us,
has not received that attention

which its importance demands. It was in consid-eration

of this fact that the author was led to pre-sent

this work to the reading public. If in doing

so he shall throw
any light upon

the subject, or by

its discussion provoke others to do so, he shall feel

more than compensated for all his labor.

The greater portion of the matter contained in

the work was prepared and delivered in the form of

lectures, in St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church,

in Tiffin, Ohio, in the latter part of the Winter of

1863. At the time of their delivery their publica-tion

was earnestly solicited; but before the course

was completed, the writer was called to the chap-laincy

of the 49th Regiment of Ohio Volunteer In-fantry,

and a part of the subsequent preparation

has been made amid the various and pressing duties

of
camp

life. The subject, at this time, is one of

special interest. Eebellious hands are raised to strike

down our temple of liberty, affirming that it is only
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a structure of man's rearing; that grave errors

were committed by its founders; and that a better

may be built upon its ruins. At such a time it be-comes

us as a people to examine the foundation of

our Government; and determine whether it has been

built upon the rock, or only upon the sand; to in-quire

whether God has had any thing to do in

planting us as a great free nation.

When out on old ocean, in the midst of the terri-ble

gale which threatens the destruction of the ves-sel,

the experienced sailor, as he feels the noble

ship quiver and tremble like a thing of life,in the

death struggle,longs to placehis feet on solid earth ;

so in times like these,when God has risen to shake

the earth,when thrones are made to tremble, and

the hearts of their occupants fail them, because of

fear,while they hear God saying, '^ Remove the dia-dem

and take off the crown;" when God is trying

men, and systems, and overturning, and overturn-ing,

there is a felt want among men of fixed,im-mutable

principles,which depend upon neither times,

nor places, nor circumstances, on which man can

repose in the midst of the tempest, with unbounded

confidence. It is a common saying,that the supply

is always equal to the demand. As in commerce,

and the professions,so it is in regard to the wants

of man's higher nature. This demand of humanity

is being met, in the investigationsand developments

of the day. The tendency of the age is in the

direction of first principles,of root ideas; man is
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searchingafter the foundation,in science,in govern-ment,

and in religion,and he will not be content

till he is conscious that he rests upon the sure foun-dation,

the rock of truth.

This tendency of the age has been the cause of

great alarm to some of the dwellers upon the watch-

towers of Zion. To us it is one of the most hopeful

signs of the times. It is evidence that mankind

are 'thinkingfor themselves; that the world is pro-gressing,

and it is a certain prelude and pledge of

the destruction of those systems of error which

originated in times of superstitionand ignorance,

and which have always dreaded the light, and

shunned investigation. An overgrown credulity,

which receives the ''immaculate conception" and

''coat of Treves" as truths not to be questioned or

doubted, is as much to be dreaded as that unbelief

which calls in questionrevealed truth. Truth never

loses by investigation;but, on the other hand, it

always gains immensely. It is not true that it is

the creature of -time; it is the daughter of eternity,

and, like its Divine Author, is imperishable.

" Truth crushed to earth will rise again ;

The eternal years of God are hers."

Human progress does not consist in the acquisition

of new faculties of mind, but in the perception and

applicationof truth.

What the mercury is to the thermometer, Divine

truth is to the human soul; the one does not more

clearlyindicate the temperature of the atmosphere
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than does the perception and applicationof the

other mark the progress of the race in the direc-tion

of a higher civilization. As the warm rays of

the sun fallingupon the mercury cause it to rise,so

Divine truth shiningin upon the mind of man, gives

to it power of expression.

It often happens that the new discovery of truth

comes in direct contact with some old-established

prejudice,and we seem for a time more anxious to

retain the error, because an old acquaintance,than

to possess the truth. We should always be willing

to give up an old opinion, or renounce a former

view, when convinced that we are wrong. It v/as a

saying of one of the old philosophers,that,''he who

being convinced of his error renounces it,says by so

doing, I am wiser to-day than I was yesterday."

In every system of truth there is always some

great first principle,which sustains to other princi-ples

a relation like to that of the root to the other

parts of the plant,or that of the foundation to the

edifice. As the plant is developed in harmony with

organic laws, which inhere in the root, and as the

buildingrises,in accordance with laws which inhere

in the foundation, so the progress of the race is in

harmony with first principles.

Such being the fact,it is of the greatest import-ance

that foundation truths be brought out and

made familiar to the publicmind. Cousin has said

that in all investigations,as long as we have seized

only isolated,disconnected facts,as long as we have
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not referred them to a general law, we possess the

materials of science, but there is yet no science.

Even physics commence only when universal truths

appear, to which all the facts of the same order that

observation discovers to us in nature may be re-ferred.

Plato has said there is no science of the

transitory. At present there are no foundation

truths which it is so important should be brought

out and made prominent as those of the equality

and dignity of human nature, and the government

of man over his fellow-man. If ''all men are

created equal, and endowed with inalienable rights

of life,liberty,and the pursuit of happiness,"then

the government of man over man must harmonize

with this idea of the nature of man, and must

therefore be republican. If all men are not equal

in their natural rights; if,in the language of Dr.

Smith, of Virginia,''slaveryis the normal condition

of the race," then must government harmonize with

that idea, and must therefore be despotic.

It is not consistent with the Divine character to

suppose that, on a subjectof such vital importance

to man as that of civil government, he would fail to

reveal his will. And it is well for man that he has

not been left dependent upon the speculationsof his

own reason in regard to this matter. It is well for

the world that God has spoken upon this subject;
that we have a more sure word of prophecy, to

which we do well to take heed, as unto a lightthat

shineth in a dark place.
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In this work we have first aimed to direct the

mind to those truths which lie at the foundation of

human liberty. We have taken the position,that

God has spoken upon this subjectin the Holy Scrip-tures,

in language not to be misunderstood; that

the great principlesof civil libertywere first taught

by Jehovah to his ancient people,the Hebrews, and

embodied in a form of government, known to us as

the Jewish theocracy,in which the law was Divine,

and the instrument of administration human. This

is the Divine idea of the government of man over

his fellow-man; Grod is the lawgiver, man the ad-ministrator

of the law. This does not forbid human

legislation,which accords with the law of God as

to the manner of administration that is found in the

Hebrew system.

The Hebrew Eepublic,for such it reallywas, we

claim was a type of our own Government, just as

the Jewish Church was a type of the Christian

Church. The resemblance between the two govern-ments

as traced in the second chapter of this work,

is certainlyvery remarkable. The Hebrew Govern-ment

was adapted by God to that high state of civ-ilization

enjoyed by his people,and but for their

wickedness would have been continued down to the

time of Christ's advent, and with the modifications

of the Christian dispensation,would have been to

the Christian Church what it was to the Church

under the old dispensation.But the government,

as a theocratic republic,ceased to exist; hence its



INTRODUCTION. 11

future rise became a subjectof prophecy. As it

bad been thrown down, its rise is spoken of by the

prophet as a restoration,to be effected by direct

Divine interposition.It is to be '^ set up by the

God of heaven." It is the "restored Israel" of the

last time.

We doubt not that the idea that the American

Republic and human libertyshould be pointed out

by prophecy, will strike some of our readers as

novel, for the reason that many who have written

upon the subjectof prophecy, wrote before we be-came

a nation, and therefore made no mention of

us, while most of the others who have written since

never once seemed to think of America's being in

prophecy. We are accustomed to see all other

countries included in the geographicalmap of proph-ecy

but our own, no matter how small. But the

fact that we have not been honorably mentioned, or

mentioned at all,by the commentators, is no evi-dence

that we do not figure in prophecy. Such is

the nature of prophecy,that it is impossibleto sup-pose

that the American Republic should be omitted.

As to the fact that our Government was estab-lished

by God himself,it is as clear as it is that he

established the Hebrew theocracy; and it is remark-able

that the mode of the Divine procedure in both

instances was nearly the same.

So far as it regards the Divine purpose in plant-ing

the United States,we can not think we claim

too much. One of the means which God uses in
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conquering the world to Christ is civil government ;

and, as a ''power ordained of God," it has its place

in the Divine plan. We are not to forgetthat it is

to be preceded by the transforming power of the

Gospel. Eepublican government is that civil form,

which a people who have felt the changing power

of the Gospel,will always take to themselves,because

of its perfectadaptationto their high state of in-telligence.

No one, it is to be presumed, will call in question

the facts touching our national apostasy and en-slavement,

nor the positionas to the war being so

overruled by Infinite Wisdom, as to bring back the

nation from its apostasy, and destroy the institution

of slavery. The present war is a terrible remedy

for a terrible disease,and God, who maketh the

wrath of man to praise him, is bringing out of it

much good to the nation and the world.

Wp have ventured a few thoughts as to the future

of the American Eepublic. Is it too much, consid-ering

the nature of the mission of Christ,to claim

for mankind universal liberty,and for republican

government equal dominion with the Church of

Christ?

In conclusion,we would say, let these great lead-ing

truths be impressed upon the national mind;

let our youth, in the schools of the nation, be no

longer taught that we are indebted to pagan Greece

and Eome for politicalfreedom, but that civil lib-erty

is from Him from whom cometh every good
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and perfect gift; that tlie American Republic was

established by God; that it
was

established for wise

and noble
purposes;

that it is to come out of its

present difficulty purified as gold from the crucible
;

that it is to become world-wide, and stand forever,

and
we

shall do
away

with that national impiety

which has been growing upon us as a people, and

over
which the true patriot has

so long mourned.

That this work is free from
error,

and above crit-icism,

we
do not claim; that it

may
do good, in

elevating the tone of political sentiment
among our

people, and contribute in
some degree to the

cause

of human liberty, is the earnest desire and fervent

prayer
of the author.

GEORGE S. PHILLIPS.

Bbookdale, Ohio.
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THE AMERICAN REPUBLIC.

CHAPTER I.

CIVIL LIBERTY OF DIVINE ORIGIN.

Liberty! What talismanic power in that single

word! Its utterance thrills and moves the human

soul, and always finds a response in the human heart,

whether
savage or civilized. The principle is one

of the strongest of our nature. When combined

with the higher element of Christianity it is the

source of the mightiest and sublimest efforts of

human genius. It is the grand instrument of hu-man

advancement. Its leading characteristic is en-ergy

" energy waking to life and action the
powers

that sleep in the human soul, and the might that

slumbers in the human arm. The grandest achieve-ments,

and the noblest efforts of valor, and the sub-limest

ministrations of benevolence, the richest fruits

of human industry that have illustrated and adorned

the annals of our race, have all sprung from this

principle. All Western Europe is to-day moved by

its wonderful
power,

while the common people are

21
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demanding, at the hands of their rulers,those rights

and privilegeswhich are justlytheirs.

It is a truth made manifest in the historyof all

nations,ancient and modern, that

"'Tis liberty alone that gives the flower

Of fleeting life its luster and perfume."

But whence originatedthis essence so necessary to

the glow and fragrance of human existence ? Where

and by whom were its cordial elements first distilled

and shed over the cumbrous cares of fleetinglife?

Whence was it,from heaven or of men? of Divine

or human origin?

This is a question at the present hour of great

importance. Ours is an age of thought, of energy,

of profound research, in every department of relig-ion,

government, and science. Old systems are

being tried,condemned, rejected,and new ones in-troduced

in their place. That system which has

been built on the rock of truth, and that only, shall

be able to stand amid these sweeping revolutions.

Never before in the historyof the world were sys-tems

of error swept away in so brief a period of time.

God is already saying, "Remove the diadem, and

take off the crown: this shall not be the same: ex-alt

him that is low, and abase him that is high. I

will overturn, overturn, overturn it,until He come

whose rightit is." Ezek. xxi, 26, 27.

Our own nation is being tried as by fire. The

storm-cloud of civil war, which has hung over us for
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nearly three years, still darkens our politicalheav-ens,

while our enemies, at home and abroad, by land

and sea, predict our downfall. We are told that our

civil polityis only the work of erring men, and that

our effort at republicangovernment is about to have

an end. How important at such a time is the in-quiry

as to the origin of civil liberty! He who

knows not the source whence he has derived his civil

rightsand privilegesis incapable either of properly

estimating or rightlypreserving them. He can not

fullyappreciatethem because he knows not the price

at which they have been purchased,or the hight from

which they have been brought. He can not properly

preserve them ; for,in ignorance,he may close up the

very fountain from which he has been di-inking,and

extinguishthe very torch by whose lighthe has been

walking. If they have an originhigher than mere

human expediency,they have also a value higher than

mere human invention. If they have been given to us

by means more potent and pure than the mere theories

of statesmen or the tactics of the soldier,they can not

surelybe retained if these means are undervalued or

rejected.

It is strange that an American citizen should ever

have entertained erroneous opinionsupon a subjectof

such vital importance as the origin of civil liberty.

And yet, strange as it may seem, it is nevertheless

true that the popular idea taught our youth upon this

subject,in the schools of the country, is,that civil lib-erty

was born and cradled in the ancient States of
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Greece and Rome; that the renowned lawgivers of

these pagan republicswere the fathers of pohticalfree-dom

to the world. This notion we regard as a serious

evil,and one which should be at once corrected.

Civil liberty, whether we consider the innate

principlewhich is a part of ours elf,or those laws, or

that polityby which it is regulatedfor the safetyand

interest of the society.State,or nation, is of Divine

origin. We claim that it was first taught by God

himself to the ancient Hebrews, and embodied in a

form of government known as the Hebrew theocracy.

This theocratic form of goverment was given to the

Hebrews in fulfillment of promises made to Abraham,

their venerable ancestor and progenitor,four hundred

and thirtyyears before they reached Sinai.

The pagan governments of Greece and Rome were

never in a condition to accomplish so great a work.

The stream can not rise higher than the fountain.

"Do men gather grapes of thorns or figsof thistles?

Can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit?" Matt,

vii,16. These governments have been vastly over-rated.

They never were republics in the proper

significationof that term ; nothing more than over-grown

aristocracies,where for every free man there

were forty slaves. In none of these boasted repub-lics

were politicalrightsextended to the mass of the

people. Dark, crushing,and helplessoppression was

the lot of the poor man's life and the legacy of the

poor man's child. That there were bright lightsin

the galaxy of these ancient States,men of rare gen-
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assent to the truths which he taught,mainlj on the

ground that it was ^'God-givenwisdom," The ancient

fathers,Justin Martyr, Cyril,Tertullian,and others,

affirm that Plato derived many of his ideas from the

writingsof Moses, and that he would have mentioned

his name as a teacher of the one and only God, but

from fear of the Areopagus.* We must then go

further back than to either Athens or Sparta for the

origin of this blessing, so deeply interwoven with

the progress and happiness of man. It w^as not

Greece speaking from the halls of the Acropolis,but

the wisdom of God speaking from the clouded sum-mit

of Sinai,and the verdant plainsof Moab, which

first instructed mankind in the principlesof civil

liberty. These great principles were received by

Moses, and proclaimed to the Hebrews long before

the world had learned to lispthe names of Lycurgus,

Solon, or Numa, and while the Greeks and. Romans

were yet in a savage state, and, like the Digger In-dians

of California,livingon nuts and acorns.

It is a well-known fact of history,that at the time

of the exodus of the Israelites,tyranny had become

one of the so*est of curses, and one from which

mankind knew no means of escape. Every-where

the life,happiness,and libertyof the subjectwere at

the will of the despot,who, intoxicated with power,

ruled over men as the Southerli slaveholder rules

over his human chattels,or a Mexican buccarrow

*' Christ in History. Turnbull.


